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Creative Master Northcord Limited (CMNL) is proud t o announce the planned production 

of a new range of model buses for 2009. This is nab us 1000. It represents the Alexander 

Dennis Limited (ADL) 40’ Enviro500 lhd for the Nort h American market.  

The model has been three years in development – fro m initial plans, through First Shot 

and pre-production prototype models to the stage wh ere full production has now 

commenced and the launch model will be announced sh ortly. In the paragraphs below, 

I am pleased to introduce the company and our plans  for this exciting new range to 

collectors and enthusiasts for whom the CMNL name m ight be new. 

 

Danny C Y Chan 

General Manager 

Creative Master Northcord Limited 

Hong Kong 

 

 

1.0 The Company  

1.1 Creative Master Northcord Limited is a Hong Kon g-based company that has married the 

model production talents of Creative Master Limited  and the in-depth transport knowledge of 

Northcord Transport’s Danny C Y Chan. 

1.2 Creative Master Limited has been engaged in the  contract manufacturing business of 

producing die-cast collectibles for about 17 years.  CML customers are mainly from the US, 

Europe, Japan and Australia, and include many famou s brand names. The products that are 

manufactured include die-cast replicas of cars, tru cks, buses, planes, trains, boats and other 

items. CML’s business mission is simple - to provid e the highest quality items and customer service 

among independent manufacturers of die-cast collect ibles.  

1.3 CML’s  Competitive Strengths include : 

(a) Quality Products and Services 

(b) Established Track Record 

(c) Strong Customer Focus  



(d) Vertically Integrated Operations 

(e) Experienced Management Team 

(f) Cost Management 

(g) “Factories-in-Factory” approach  

(h) Product Extension Capabilities 

1.4 Website address for Creative Master Limited : h ttp://www.creativemaster.com/ 

1.5 Northcord Transport is an independent Transport  Publishing company that is based in Hong 

Kong. Northcord Transport was started by Danny C Y Chan where his talents as a renowned 

transport writer and transport enthusiast combined in the production of various series of transport 

themed books.  

1.6 Born in Hong Kong in 1958, Danny C Y Chan gradu ated in the Stanford Professional Publishing 

Course from Stanford University, USA after which he  has been employed as a news reporter, 

magazine editor, publishing consultant and publishe r. From 1980 Danny Chan has written motor 

test reports for newspapers and magazines and has u ndertaken test drives all around the world. 

1.7 Northcord Transport published its first title, “Hong Kong Bus Handbook (Part One) Kowloon 

Motor Bus” in May 1996 and this book set new standa rds for enthusiast publications. In the years 

that followed, various handbooks were published rel ating to major bus operators in Hong Kong, 

China, Macau, Singapore and the UK. The first Hong Kong Buses Yearbook was published in 1997. 

Although buses were the main subject matter for Nor thcord Transport, some books covered other 

transport icons such as Hong Kong Tramways, Aircraf t and the models of Tomica and EFE. 

1.8  

 

  

1.9 Creative Master Northcord Limited produced its first model bus castings in December 2001.  

1.9 (i) For Singapore Bus Services’ rebranding as S BS Transit, CMNL made special models of SBS 

Volvo Olympians with Alexander “Royale” bodywork. T hese models were in development for 

many months prior to the new livery’s launch in Nov ember 2001 and all development work was 

kept under a blanket of secrecy to protect its cust omer’s wishes. 

Left :  

Danny C Y Chan  

General Manager,  

Creative Master Northcord Limited 



1.9 (ii) In the same month, CMNL produced the first  Alexander ALX400 / Dennis Trident model and 

the launch model was in the livery of First Capital  (London).  

1.10 In the 7 years since those first models were p roduced, CMNL has introduced over 260 

different model buses – in addition to a Singapore MRT train, Mercedes-Benz Sprinter vans and TfL 

bus stop furniture. These models comprise 20 differ ent main castings representing outline buses 

from the United Kingdom, Hong Kong, China, Japan, S ingapore and Australia. 

1.11 CMNL strives to ensure that authenticity is pa ramount in its products. Therefore, although the 

models within a classification may appear identical , often CMNL has adapted its basic toolings to 

represent special features that are operator-specif ic and these differentiated items can include 

tree deflectors, interior seating plans, destinatio n equipment, lights and door arrangements.  

1.12 Details about the CMNL Model Classification Sy stem can be found, below, in Section 4. 

1.13 Website address for CMNL : http://www.cmn.com. hk/en/index.php 

 

 

2.0 The Prototype  

2.1 The models within the new nabus 1000 range are based on the 40’ version of the Enviro500 

produced by Alexander Dennis Limited based in Falki rk (Scotland, UK) and at Canyon Lake CA. 

2.2 The current Enviro500 range for North American customers comprises the following : 

2.2 (i) 42’ Double Deck Hybrid-technology Transit B us 

2.2 (ii) 40’ and 42’ Double Deck Transit Bus 

2.2 (iii) 42’ Double Deck Commuter Bus 

2.2 (iv) 40’ Double Deck Open Top Tourist Bus 

2.3 The standard 40’ Enviro500 bus is based on the ADL Trident chassis featuring a Cummins ISM 

6-cylinder turbocharged, intercooled diesel engine certified to EPA 07 emission standard. This 

engine has a capacity of 10.8litres and delivers 33 0 BHP @ 2100 rpm and a Torque rating of 1150lbf 

ft @ 1200 rpm. 

2.4 A choice of transmission is offered – either ZF  6HP 602 (6-speed automatic), Voith D864.5 

(4-speed automatic) – both with integral retarder -  or Allison B500 (6-speed automatic). 

2.5 The Enviro500 bodywork consists of a 3Cr12 stai nless steel underframe with extruded 

aluminum body framing with aluminum exterior body p anels. 

2.6 The Enviro500 features a single-step, low-floor  entry with a height of 13” that reduces to only 

10” when set in “kneeling” position. A Ricon powere d one-piece entry ramp with 600lb capacity 

can be specified. The single-step exit from the low -floor area is 12”.  

2.7 The entry doors are inward opening glider type,  and the exit doors, where fitted, are 

outward-swinging plug doors. 

2.8 Full air-conditioning is fitted as standard. 

2.9 Typical carrying capacity is 83 seated passenge rs – 53 fixed seats in the upper saloon, and 30 

fixed seats (or 25 fixed and 5 tip-up seats) in the  lower saloon. 



 

 

3.0 The Model  

3.1 The nabus1000 range has been designed using the  40’ Enviro500 as its prototype example and 

will be represented in true HO or 1 : 87 scale that  will find favor with modelers of modern image 

model railroads in HO scale throughout North Americ a and worldwide. 

3.2 The nabus 1000 range will include three main ca stings : 

3.2 (i) 40’ two-door model – with separate front en trance and centre exit 

3.2 (ii) 40’ single door model – with front entranc e / exit 

3.2 (iii) 40’ open top model 

3.3 Any buses that are modeled on real buses that f all outwith the 40’ version will be numbered in 

the nabus 0000 range to indicate that the casting i s at variance with the real bus to be modeled. 

(See paragraph 4.6, below, for a more detailed expl anation of CMNL Model Classification). 

3.4 The main bodyshell of the Enviro500 models will  be made in diecast metal with other detailing 

parts made from plastic or from metal. The models w ill come complete with ready-assembled 

driver rear-view mirrors and windshield wipers. The  models will feature a detailed interior that 

includes representative seating, handpoles and hand rails in their correct colors. The Enviro500 

models feature an opening engine access door that r eveals the detail of the Cummins engine. 

3.5 The main body colors are spray-painted and addi tional details, such as lettering and lights, 

are represented by tampo-printing. Some larger grap hics will be applied using waterslide decal. 

3.6 Because of the number of small parts in metal a nd in plastic, CMNL recommends that these 

models are collector items for adults (aged 14+) an d should not be considered as toys for young 

children. 

3.7 The models are presented in packaging that serv es to act as a ready-made display case, as 

described below, as well as for protection for the models themselves. 

3.7 (i) The model is mounted on a dark plastic plin th – generally models are not screwed onto the 

plinth so that they can be easily removed for use a s part of a model railroad project, or to be 

placed in a display cabinet, but are held by plasti c lugs that are secured into the chassis, whilst a 

plastic blister holds the model securely on to the plinth. 

3.7 (ii) A clear acrylic plastic protective case fi ts on top of the plinth and is a good way to displa y 

the model whilst offering protection to the model a nd protecting small children from any small 

parts on the model. 

3.7 (iii) To complete the packaging, a protective c ardboard sleeve fits around the plastic case 

and plinth. This informative, decorative cardboard sleeve completes the professional look of the 

model. 

3.7 (iv) The photographs (below) demonstrate recent ly released models in their full packaging.  

On the left is cnbus 1012 (Shanghai Shen Xin Volvo B7R bus with Sunwin bodywork)  

On the right is ukbus 6015 (Stagecoach in Cambridge  Enviro400 in Park and Ride livery) 



     
3.8 The photographs (below) are of pre-production m odels that were made to test-fit castings with 

the smaller parts etc. using liveries of operators of the Enviro500 to serve as illustrative examples of 

the potential for the casting but DO NOT CONSITUTE a definite proposal to make these buses in 

model form. Photographs are copyright of CMNL. 

     

     

     

 



4.0 CMNL Model Classification system  

4.1 Each new casting family that is introduced rece ives a specific alpha-numeric identifier. 

4.2 Alpha identifier : The first two characters of this identifier usually indicate the country of ori gin 

for the particular casting – for example ukbus / uk van would be United Kingdom outline items; 

hkbus would indicate Hong Kong etc. These identifie rs are usually based on the Internet identifiers 

within web URLs. Special note : although CMNL has p roduced models of many UK-operated buses 

of Stagecoach companies (Megabus, Magic Bus, SWT et c) based on the hkbus 2000 casting, 

these models retain the hkbus prefix because the bu ses were designed as Hong Kong-outline 

buses, before being returned to the UK for Stagecoa ch operation. 

4.3 Because the lhd version of the Enviro 500 is op erated across Canada and the United States of 

America, the generic nabus identifier is used in or der to represent North America. 

4.4 Numeric identifier : The first casting would re ceive the 1000 numeric identifier and subsequent 

new castings would be identified in multiples of 10 00. For example, the current ukbus range 

encompasses ukbus 1000 / 2000 / 3000 / 4000 / 5000 /6000 / 7000 / 8000 and 9000. 

4.5 Special range : 0000. The 0000 range identifies  two main groups : i) models that are portrayed 

using an existing casting to a different style to t he actual prototype and ii) Privately 

Commissioned models. 

4.6 Models that are portrayed using an existing cas ting to a different style to the actual prototype 

include the very first model tagged with the 0000 i dentifier. This was ukbus 0001 which used the 

existing Alexander ALX400 / Dennis Trident casting to portray an Alexander ALX400 / Volvo B7TL of 

First Aberdeen. The subsequent ukbus 0000 models ut ilized the open top Plaxton President casting 

to represent various real buses that included MCW M etrobus, Leyland Olympian and Ayats Apollo. 

The use of existing castings reduces the overall de velopment costs of producing one-offs, or 

models with limited possibilities, and collectors b enefit subsequently. 

4.7 Privately Commissioned models : The 0000 number  series is also used for models that are 

privately commissioned. Some of these privately-com missioned models ARE made available for 

purchase by the general public, but some are totall y private items that are commissioned by bus 

operators to be used as gifts to staff, or as other  corporate items.  

4.7 (i) Examples of the former type (available to t he public) include the three ALX400 models that 

have been commissioned by Susan Cameron (ukbus 0012  / 0017 / 0023) as fund-raising models 

for sale at the Scottish Vintage Bus Museum, or ALX 400 models that have been commissioned by 

Stagecoach in Devon for public sale through the com pany travel shop. 

4.7 (ii) Examples of the latter type (not available  for public sale) include the ALX400 models 

commissioned by Stagecoach West Scotland for gifts to staff on the occasion of the company 

winning the prestigious Bus Operator of the Year aw ard for the second consecutive year or the 

Plymouth Citybus-liveried Citaro models commissione d as gifts to operators attending the ALBUM 

Conference in 2008.  

4.8 The 0000 designation can be used for ANY of the  appropriate castings within the CMNL range 



and is not specific to only one bus type. Also, CMN L takes the privacy of such commissions very 

seriously. CMNL does not make such commissions know n publicly and will always leave the 

decision whether to publish information relating to  the commission to the commissioning agent. 

Thus, collectors looking through the CMNL website w ill note some gaps in the various 0000 series 

because of this privacy agreement. 

4.9 CMNL welcomes enquiries from retailers, bus ope rating companies and from private 

individuals who would be interested in commissionin g a model for their own use (Note : special 

rules and quantities apply). 

 

 

5.0 Distribution partners  

5.1 CMNL does not distribute its products to retail ers, but relies on a number of distribution partner s 

worldwide. 

5.2 Within North America : To be announced 

5.3 Within the United Kingdom : John Ayrey (Diecast s) Limited – who supply TRADE ONLY 

5.4 Within Hong Kong : Concorde Hobby Shop who supp ly to trade and retail 

5.5 Within People’s Republic of China : cnmycar . c om 

5.6 Within Japan : Porte Publishing 

5.7 Within Australia : TransGraphics (Australia) pt y 

 

 

 

Creative Master Northcord Limited (CMNL) 

The World’s Miniature Bus Co. 

http://www.cmn.com.hk/en/index.php 


